Dear (MP),

I am writing to you as a citizen concerned that Canada should be doing more to assist Haitian-Canadians and Haitians residing in Canada seeking status, who are attempting to be reunited with family members affected by the earthquake and ongoing humanitarian catastrophe in Haiti.

Canada has a proud humanitarian tradition with regards to its response to such disasters. The response to the 2004 Tsunami is a recent example. We believe that a similar response is warranted with respect to the situation in Haiti. I therefore urge you to do whatever is in your power to promote the adoption of the following measures:

1. Broadening the definition of the family members who can be sponsored. Québec has recently announced measures to permit the sponsorship of adult children as well as adult brothers and sisters. We believe that a Haitian-Canadian living in Ontario, Alberta or anywhere else in Canada should have equal rights to Haitian-Canadians living in Québec, and that such provisions should be extended to the rest of Canada. Under the Tsunami program, the Canadian government did not expand the definition of family members who could be sponsored, but at least agreed to consider, on a case-by-case basis, the potential sponsorship of persons “seriously and personally affected” by the disaster. The response to the earthquake in Haiti should be no less generous.

2. Regularizing the immigration status of Haitians residing in Canada who have been refused refugee status, but have been living in limbo for many years. The current moratorium on removals to Haiti prevents them from being deported, but the inconsistencies and expense involved in applying for permanent residence on humanitarian grounds have meant that many are still without permanent residence. This prevents them from even applying to sponsor family members. The Canadian Council for Refugees and other organizations involved in the Lives on Hold campaign have proposed that persons living in such limbo for three years or more be granted permanent residence status. This is a very reasonable request which now bears added urgency.

3. A waiver of all immigration fees for persons who have been seriously and personally affected by the disaster, just as was done in response to the Tsunami.

4. Flexibility with regard to the requirement of documents such as birth and marriage certificates (many of which have been destroyed).

5. Flexibility with regard to medical exams, allowing applicants to be admitted to Canada to undergo their exams here, where justified by urgency.

Trusting that you appreciate both the importance and urgency of these requests, I thank you in advance for considering them.

Yours truly,
